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On Friday Robert Steven (left), culture and heritage manager with the City of Grande Prairie and Chris Warkentin, MP 

for the Peace Country, unveiled a plaque recognizing the passing of 100 years since Canada utilized the War 

Measures Act to intern persons of Ukrainian and German decent. The plaque is displayed in Grande Prairie 

Museum’s Heritage Village. Laura Booth/Daily Herald-Tribune 

Grande Prairie is one of 100 sites across the country to formally recognize the 1914 to 1920 internment of thousands 
of people residing in Canada during the First World War, with a plaque unveiling. 



On Friday Chris Warkentin, MP for Peace River, and Robert Steven, the culture and heritage manager at the Grande 
Prairie museum, unveiled a plaque which will remain permanently fixed to an outside wall of the museum facing the 
heritage village. 

The plaque marks the 100-year anniversary of the country’s implementation of the War Measures Act, which resulted 
in the imprisonment of over 8,500 men, women, and children of Ukrainian, German, Serbian, Hungarian, and 
Croatian backgrounds. An additional 88,000 (not interned) were instructed to check in with police on a regular basis. 

At the time, those from ‘enemy’ countries, were thought to be a threat to the nation’s security. 

“There was a sense at that point in time that people that had come from certain parts of the world, they might turn on 
Canada, that they might be involved in terrorist acts…and so the sense was, if all these folks were interned or if there 
was a watchful eye put on this population that there would be significantly less likelihood that these people may 
engage in that type of activity,” said Warkentin. 

The project was co-ordinated by the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation and funded by a grant from the 
Endowment Council of the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund. On Friday, 99 other sites across 
the country – 17 in Alberta- unveiled similar plaques. 

“In Grande Prairie and surrounding Peace Country about 14% of the population comes from a Ukrainian background 
and of course there’s a significant amount of the population that come from the other ethnic backgrounds that were 
affected by this internment,” said Warkentin. 

Twenty-four internment camps operated throughout the country during the First World War. Prisoners were often 
forced into government labour, including forced work on the Trans-Canada Highway and at Banff National Park. 

“Today is an important reminder that we must not judge people based on where they came from but by virtue of what 
they intend to do, and of course, this is a reminder that the people that came, who wanted to build a future in Canada, 
were impeded but they never stopped building,” said Warkentin. 

The War Measures Act was also used against Japanese, German, and Italian Canadians in the Second World War. 
In 1970 it was enacted in Quebec during the October Crisis when a terrorist group called the Front de libération du 
Québec (FLQ) kidnapped a British trade commissioner and a Quebec labour minister. 

For more information on the project visit www.internmentcanada.ca 

 


