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David Yaschyshyn, a member of the Ukrainian Cultural Group of Timmins, stands next to the plaque marking the 
100th anniversary of Canada's first national internment operation 
 
TIMMINS - One hundred plaques commemorate one of the darkest periods in Canada's history. 
 
The plaques were unveiled in communities across the country, including one in Timmins, on Friday as part of the 
federal government's Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund. 

The initiative was brought about to educate Canadians about Canada's first national internment operations, which 
saw thousands of men, women and children, many primarily Ukrainian, forced from their homes to work in camps. 
The camps were made up of both legitimate prisoners of war and civilians but all were branded as “enemy aliens.” 

One of those camps was in Kapuskasing, with the only other internment camp in Northern Ontario being in Sault Ste. 
Marie. 
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David Yaschyshyn, a member of the Ukrainian Cultural Group of Timmins, called the commemoration fitting. 

“Many in the community at that time were affected,” he said. “Many across Canada, the majority being Ukrainians, 
had to suffer injustices. It was a dark time for (Ukrainians). Today is about recalling and remembering the times that 
they had to go through. A lot of people that had to go through this didn't talk about it. They were embarrassed, 
shamed. It was a history that they didn't want to share. 

“But today is about … remembering that those injustices happened. It's really about giving them a little bit of justice.” 

Known as the War Measures Act, Canada's confinement of “enemy aliens” lasted six years from 1914 to 1920. 
Ukrainians took the brunt of this act because Austro-Hungary at the time occupied Western Ukraine and was a 
wartime adversary of Canada. 

Yaschyshyn said it's important to remember this sad time in Canada's history in order to prevent it from happening 
again. 

The Timmins plaque will eventually make its permanent home at Kozar Park. 

Julie Latimer, curator at the Ron Morel Memorial Museum in Kapuskasing, described the single camp in the district as 
being labour intensive. Despite what some might think, the prisoners were fed well and probably took in around 5,000 
calories a day. Latimer said they had to because of the intense work. No one was getting fat as they needed all that 
food – mostly split peas, beans, rice, oatmeal, meats shipped from Toronto and little fresh vegetables – to make it 
through the day. 

“The thing that people have to remember is that they were taken away from wherever they lived here in Canada,” she 
said. “You always have to keep that first and foremost in your mind. They had to be clothed be and housed the same 
as the guards and people in the army. Their clothing was work clothing: thick, warm so they could do the work without 
suffering ill effects physically. It would have been a long, rough monotonous life.” 

Besides work, some where able to take classes and learn English and other subjects. She said that if they were lucky 
they would be able to write and receive two letters a week. 

Kapuskasing's location played a key role for the camp. 

She said the isolation got to some of the inmates with some of them taking their own lives. If some tried to escape, 
they would give up because they wouldn't know which way to go, she said. 

Once they were released from the camp, she added that they left and went back home. 

“If you were taken away from whatever home you had here in Canada, put into any one of these internment camps 
and then liberated, would you stay in the area where you were jailed? No, you wouldn't,” she said. “They would have 
disbursed. 

“They were people who wanted to stay in Canada, work in Canada and wanted to join the Canadian army but couldn't 
because their passport said Austria-Hungary or Ottoman.”  

 


