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A solemn ceremony in St. 

Paul on September 28 marked 

the dedication of “21 Strands,” 

a sculpture commemorating 

the 1914 – 1920 internment of 

Ukrainian Canadians.

The simple but powerful 

sculpture is composed of 

three tall posts and 21 strands 

of barbed wire. Behind 

the wire stands a life-size 

photograph of three internees 

from that episode in Canadian 

history.

The imprisonment and 

forced labour of Ukrainians 

and others of European 

ancestry, on the grounds 

that they were “enemy aliens” 

during the First World War, 

is a little-known chapter in 

our national history.  Most 

of the internees wanted the 

story to be forgotten either 

out of shame or fear that it 

might be repeated. 

Approximately 100 people 

gathered in Lagasse Park on 

a cold, clear morning for the 

consecration and dedication 

of the sculpture. They heard 

remarks from St. Paul mayor 

Maureen Miller, Champions 

for Change chairperson Penny 

Fox, and Borys Sydoruk of 

the Ukrainian Canadian Civil 

Liberties Association.

Afterwards, they gathered 

at All Saints Ukrainian 

Orthodox Cultural Centre 

for a hot lunch followed by 

a presentation on “Why we 

need to remember Canada’s 

Professor Lubomyr 

Luciuk of Royal Military 

College in Kinston, Ontario 

gave the talk. He said the 

internment, and its lessons, 

could easily have been 

forgotten. 

“What we’re remembering 

here is an episode in 

Canadian history that was 

almost erased,” Luciuk said. 

The efforts of the Ukrainian 

Canadian Civil Liberties 

Association and other 

organizations have been all 

about keeping memory alive, 

not seeking an apology or 

a cash settlement, he said. 

“Memory, not money” is how 

one survivor described to him 

what she wanted to see. 

Amil Shapka of the St. 

Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 

Men’s Club was one of the 

organizers. He was pleased 

with the day’s events. “It 

warms my heart to see 

so many people, and the 

sincerity of it,” he said.

And, he said, today’s 

Canadians would do well to 

take their lessons from history. 

He referred to a quote from 

Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel on 

the scultpure’s interpretive 

panel.

“There’s a quote that 

says, ‘we learn from history 

that we do not learn from 

history.’ And I hear that all 

too often. I think we need to 

our core values are, what 

we want to pass on to the 

next generations, and take it 

seriously. 

“Most of us spend more 

time planning our next 

holiday or what we’re going 

to have for supper than really 

that people have shed blood 

and died for. So take some 

ownership,” he said.

The 21 Strands sculpture 

and interpretive panel were 

installed by Shapka and 

Herman Poulin. 
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