
REMEMBERING 
THE HEROES 
OF THEIR DAY
A proposal to St James’s Church (Paddington) from the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Foundation, the 
Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain & friends Th
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During the Second World War thousands 
of Ukrainian Canadians served 
voluntarily in the ranks of the Canadian 
armed forces, many of them stationed in 
Great Britain.

 After being posted with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force (RCAF) to 
Bournemouth, England in December 
1941, Corporal G R Bohdan Panchuk, a 
schoolteacher and community activist 
from Saskatchewan, became aware of a 
‘Ukrainian Social Club’ in Manchester. 
With the assistance of this small British 
Ukrainian community he organized 
the “First Get-Together” of Ukrainian 
Canadians in uniform, celebrating 
Christmas (according to the Julian 
calendar) on 7 January 1943. To meet 
their strongly felt need for religious and 
cultural fellowship during wartime 
a Ukrainian Canadian Servicemen’s 
Association (UCSA) was then formed, 
with Bohdan Panchuk as UCSA’s first 
president.

 A “Second Get-Together,” marking 
Easter and Mother’s Day, was held in 
Manchester on 2 May 1943 and then 
a “Third Get-Together,” (the first in 
London), on 31 August-1 September, using 
the Canadian Legion War Services Club. 
A “Fourth Get-Together” on 6-7 January 
1944 again brought these soldiers, sailors, 
and airmen together for a traditional 
Ukrainian Christmas observance.

 In August 1943 the vicarage of St James’s church in Paddington was selected for UCSA’s HQ and, at the 
“Fifth Get-Together,” 13-16 August 1944, UCSA’s “London Club” was opened officially. It would remain 
operational until 10-11 November 1945, when, following the “Tenth Get-Together,” the building was 
repurposed as the HQ of the Central Ukrainian Relief Bureau (CURB). Active as of 19 September 1945 
(although constituted formally by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee on 31 December 1945), CURB was 
mandated to provide for the relief and resettlement of the hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian Displaced 
Persons (DPs) and political refugees who found themselves in western Europe after the war’s end and 
whom the Ukrainian Canadians began encountering soon after the D-Day (6 June 1944) landings in 
Normandy.

 Supported by the Ukrainian Canadian Relief Fund (UCRF) and other groups (like the United Ukrainian 

“... CURB was mandated to 
provide for the relief and 
resettlement of the hundreds 
of thousands of Ukrainian 
Displaced Persons (DPs) and 
political refugees who found 
themselves in western Europe 
after the war’s end ...”

Ann Crapleve, BEM, 1945



American Relief Committee, UUARC) 
these humanitarian efforts would continue 
until 1952, contributing not only to the 
establishment of the Association of Ukrainians 
in Great Britain (AUGB) on 19-20 January 
1946 but also facilitating the resettlement of 
thousands of Ukrainian refugees and victims 
of the war to Canada, Australia, the USA, UK, 
other countries across western Europe and 
elsewhere around the world.

 Over nearly a decade of refugee relief, 
organizational, and religious activities 
Panchuk and his fellow soldiers/veterans 
benefitted and were sustained by the close and 
positive relationship they had forged with the 
Reverend G T Chappell, the vicar of St James’s. 
Indeed that very church would be where 
Flight Lieutenant Panchuk and the UCSA’s 
club director, LACW Anne Cherniawsky, were 
married on 2 February 1946.

 Today’s Ukrainian diaspora would not be 
what it is if it had not been for the sacrifices 
and service of the Ukrainian Canadians 
who defended Great Britain during the 
Second World War, many of whom then 
went on to “save the DPs!”  These were the 
men and women whom Panchuk described 
as “the heroes of their day.” Fittingly, we 
have used that description to title this 

commemorative and educational initiative. We have not 
forgotten that we, descendants of the DPs, would never have 
become what we are if it were not for what these Ukrainian 
Canadians, whose forefathers proceeded our own to Canada, 
did, during and after the war. They not only secured and 
succoured our parents and grandparents but also helped 
resettle them throughout the Free World, where they and their 
children would prosper. We recognize our duty to remember 
them.

We would like to do so through the commissioning of a stained 
glass window for St James’s church. Depicting the story of these 
Ukrainian Canadian volunteers, and of the DPs whom they 
rescued, such a composition would complement the bilingual 
memorial plaque placed in 1995 on the facade of 218 Sussex 
Gardens. Akin to the Te Deum window currently gracing the 
north wall of St James’s (which, in part, recalls The Blitz) we 
suggest the proposed new stained glass window be situated just 
inside the main entranceway. That would have it facing west, 

“We recognize our duty to 
remember them. We would 
like to do so through the 
commissioning of a stained glass 
window for St James’s church.” Captain Stanley Frolick, December 1945



toward the former UCSA “London Club” and 
CURB HQ, the cardinal point from where the 
North American Ukrainians who fought as 
Great Britain’s allies in the Second World War 
came, an apt and symbolic orientation.

 The Ukrainian Canadian community and 
our colleagues at the AUGB would meet the 
full cost for the design, production, and 
installation of this stained glass window at St 
James’s. We would engage British craftsmen 
for this project and would welcome the 
active participation of the vicar or another 
representative of the parish in the planning 
process, from start to finish, working 
alongside a delegate from the AUGB and 
members of the Canadian Ukrainian group 
organized to hallow the memory of those who, 
long ago, followed Panchuk’s simple yet telling 
prescript – “My gospel? Do something!”

 We believe it would be most fitting if the 
“Heroes of their Day” window could be 
unveiled during an ecumenical memorial 
service followed by a reception on the 
morning of Thursday, 13 August 2019, the 75th 
anniversary of the opening of UCSA’s “London 
Club.” To that end we hope you will review 
our proposal favourably. Through our joint 
gift to St James’s we will forever enshrine the 
good deeds of the “heroes of their day” who 
stood for freedom at a time when the very 
foundations of liberty were so sorely tested by 
the forces of tyranny. We ask for your help in 
recovering this aspect of our history and your 
parish’s for posterity.

Respectfully yours,

 

 

Lubomyr Luciuk, PhD 
Professor 
Department of Political Science 
Royal Military College of Canada 
15 March 2018

UCSA Services Club, 218 Sussex Garden, London

Tenth UCSA Get-Together in London, 10-11 November 1945



UCSA Ukrainian Christmas Get-Together, 6-7 January 1944

Two UCSA chaplains and the vicar, Reverend S Sawchuk, the vicar, Reverend GT Chappell, and 
Reverend Michael Horoshko, 1944






